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I have postponed answering your letter because you
mentioned the sending of a present of books, and I
should hare liked to thank you for these at the same
time. But as the parcel has not yet arrived I will write
a few lines to-day. I have got your books back from
the bookbinder, and though I am busy preparing lec-
tures and have all kind of literary and political work
on hand, 1 have snatched as much time as I possibly
could to plunge deeply into their contents.

December 17.

You may call me a good European if you like, but
I am less willing to be dubbed an "apostle of culture."
All apostolic mission-work has become to me an abom-
ination; I am acquainted with only moralising mis-
sionaries, and 1 am afraid that I am not altogether
orthodox in my belief as to what is understood by
culture. Is there anything at all inspiring in our cul-
ture taken as a whole, and who can conceive of an
apostle without inspiration? You see that I am more
isolated than you think. As for being German, I sim-
ply meant that you write for yourself, and in writing
think more of pleasing yourself than of pleasing the
great public, while the majority of non-German writ-
ers have to force themselves into a sort of stereotyped
style which may be clearer and more plastic, but tends
to become shallow instead of deep. It necessitates the
author's keeping his best and most intimate self for
himself alone. I am often appalled at how little of
my inner self is more than merely indicated in my
writings.

I have no real understanding of music.    Sculp-